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26th March 2021 

 

To whom it may concern 

 

RE: REDUCTION TO OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE. 

 

Wangu Kanja Foundation (WKF) is a nonprofit organization founded in 2005 and it focuses 

on promoting prevention, protection and response towards ending Sexual and Gender Based 

Violence. WKF envisages a society that is safe and free from all forms of violence. We 

convene the Survivors of Sexual Violence in Kenya Network. 

 

The Survivors of Sexual Violence in Kenya (SSVKenya) Network brings together a unified 

voice of the survivors to address all forms of sexual violence and to amplify their voices 

across the country. The movement is anchored within the already existing community 

structures for purposes of ensuring innovation and sustainability. 

 

We’re extremely concerned about the devastating reduction to Overseas Development 

Assistance by the United Kingdom government, which includes a cut of £120million to the 

Global Challenge Research Fund (GCRF) budget for the financial year 2021-22. Here is 

more information about these cuts as communicated by the UK Research Institutes to UK 

Universities. This would directly affect research efforts into pressing global challenges in 

Kenya, including through the efforts to address the prevention of sexual violence that our 

organization and the survivors’ network are involved in. 

 

The Wangu Kanja Foundation has directly benefitted from the GCRF fund through its 

collaboration with UK based research projects like the AHRC GCRF Rights for Time 

Network Plus. As a foundation we have been able to build evidence-based research papers 

that will inform our interventions and advocacy with various institutions i.e. Government 

institutions, Civil Society Organizations, development partners and duty bearers/service 

providers. That money has allowed us to continue developing as a center of excellence in the 

prevention, protection and response in addressing sexual violence in Kenya. For more 

information about the work we do visit our website here. I hope you will join me in raising 

awareness within the UK Government about the enormous damage that these cuts would 

have in causing harm to the people in our country and in stymying our ability to address 

pressing global challenges of our time around climate change, poverty, and sustainable 

development, not to mention the serious reputational damage discussions about these cuts are 

already having overseas for the UK generally, and for UK universities in particular. 

 

Regards 

 

 

M/s Wangu Kanja  

Founder/Executive Director 

Convener, the Survivors of Sexual Violence in Kenya Network  

Wangu Kanja Foundation (K)  
Mukuru kwa Reuben off Enterprise Road  

P.O.Box 12608 GPO 00100 

Nairobi, Kenya 
Tel: +254 722 790 404 or +254 774 746 699 

Email: info@wangukanjafoundation.org 

Website: www.wangukanjafoundation.org   
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